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TO 1 


True Friend of his Country. 


HERE is no Character which I 
honor and reſpe& fo ſincerely as I 
do yours. Whether ent of Office 

or in it, you appear to me in the ſame Light, 
and poſſeſs that within yourſelf which no 


Power on Earth can give, or take away. If 
the Love of our Country includes every ſocial 


Duty, integrity of Heart muſt be one eſſential 


Part of it. Happy if we could teach each 
other, not only to think, but to a& as if we 
thought, the Poet's Aphoriſm ſtrictly true. So 
far at leaſt as we are converſant with the 


Works of the Creation, it appears that 
An honeſt Man's the nobleſt Work of God!” 


I am conſcious of my own Infignificancy 
as to the Power of doing good, but for the 
ſame Reaſon that the Heart is the beſt Offer- 
ing, I would not check my Inclination to pro- 
mote the Service of my Country. In this Pur- 
fuit I am ſorry to find myſelf fookſhly anxious, 
or puerilely tumorous : ſo it muſt needs be, or 

A 2 | ſome 
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ſome of my Friends and Acquaintance are not 

ſenfivle of the true Situation of their Country; 
they do not conceive ſo highly of the Power 
of their Enemies, as Reaſon and Experience 
ſeem to exact of us, 


I remember it was the common Cry, the 
beginning of laſt year, What can the French 
do?” May we not with greater Propriety now 

alk, © What can they not do?” Their artful 
Inſinuations to other States, as if our Ambition 
was boundleſs; their ſeeming Reluctance to 
come into the War ; the ſtubborn Silence they 
long kept, joined to their myſterious Inactivity, 
were Preſages of deep Deſigns. It is beyond 
diſpute, that they have long beheld with 
envious Eyes the Bounties which Heaven 
has beſtowed on this Nation, and are watch- 
ful of Opportunities to raviſh them from us, 
It is very plain from the Beginning of the 
Affair, that they meant to correct the Errors 
they committed in the laſt War, and in ſpite 
of our ſuperior Naval Strength, to play a 
great Game. In the mean while, if we have 
been weak, or inattentive in ſome Inſtances, 
we have certainly been unfortunate in others; 
and we have ſeen that the French are Skilful 
and Active: Artful in Contrivance, vigilant in 
Execution. The extraordinary Efforts they 
now 


LY 


now make to increaſe their Naval Strength, and 
their actual Augmentation of it, are Circum- 
ſtances which call aloud for all our Attenticn, 


In ſpite of the Accidents which happened 
in the laſt War, we triumph'd in the Mediter- 
ranean. Inſtead of lfing ground, our Com- 
merce to Turkey was recovered; and the Britiſh 
Flag was diſplayed in every Part of thoſe | 
Seas. Alas, what is the Caſe now! What 
Trade ſhall we be able to carry in that Quar- 
ter of the World, during the War ? 


It is the Property of great Minds, to grow 
big, in proportion to the Difficulties they have 
to ſtruggle with ; and at length it has pleaſed 
Divine Providence by your Aſſiſtance to give us 
one Chance more : it ſtill appears as if it was 
meant to convert our Loſſes into Gain; and if we 
do not oppoſe the Will of Heaven, I hope it 
will be co. Meaſures to which not one in fifty 
would have ſubmitted twelve Months ago, are 
adopted now as the only Means of ſaving this n- 
ing Land. But I muſt repeat, that a great Part of 
this Nation do not yet appear to be ſenſible of 
their real Danger: they ſtill talk of Profits 
and Pleaſures ; and, without reflecting on the 
Means of obtaining theſe Goods, amuſe them- 
ſelves with fond Conceits of private, and national ' 

Felicity, 
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Felicity, which ſeem very precarious, and may 
be loſt for ever, if we do not exert ourſelves 
in every Shape. 


This War was begun as if we thonght our 
Enemies would not, or could not ſhow their Re- 
ſentment. It did not ſeem to be begun in ear- 
neſt, but as if we meant to huſband it, upon a 
moral Certainty of being great Gainers by its 
being ſpun out ; whereas for my own Part 


I am more and more perſuaded, if we do not 


make it our chief, I was going to ſay, our only 
Object, we ſhall in the Iſſue be great Loſers in- 


deed! We muſt regard all other Confidera- 


tions as ſubſervient to one great End, and in 
every dubious Caſe let the martial Scale pre- 
ponderate. Even our darling Trade had bet- 
ter be ſuſpended for a ſhort Time, than loſt for 


ever. 


As in common Life, he who would have 


Friends, muſt not appear to be in great Need 
of them, the ſtrengthening our Alliances can 
ariſe only from the ſuperior Genius of the Na- 
tion over all the Difficulties we have to en- 


counter. 


My Voice is for War; for War in earneſt : 
Heaven knows that my Heart | bleeds for the 
| Widow 
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67) 
Widrw and the Orphan : but will not a vigo- 
rous Proſecution of the War leſſen the Num- 
ber of Widows and Orphans, and prevent that 
national Poverty and Diſtreſs which muſt other- 
wiſe enſue? Let us ſupply, by a public Spirit 
thoſe Advantages which abſolute Power gives, 
in the Direction and Execution of the Affairs of 
War, otherwiſe it will be Madneſs to contend. 
We muſt in the Iſſue become Saves to our- 
ſelves, or to a foreign Enemy. But a free Peo- 
ple, who are really ſuch, tho' they may periſb, 
if ſo is the Will of Heaven, yet they never can 
be conquered. We ſee our Enemies will humble 
us, if we do not humble them: but can we 
either conquer, or prevent our own Deſtruc- 
tion, without an immediate Exertion of all our 
Strength; without uſing all the Means which 
Providence has put into our Hands ? 


Such was the Reaſoning which induced me 
to ſubſcribe to a Scheme, which I imagined 
might be rendered of great Service to the 
Public, and worthy the Conſideration of the 
greateſt, as well as the meaneſt Subject. The 
Society is compoſed of ſome of the prime No- 
bility and Gentry ; of the firſt Citizens and 

moſt eminent Merchants and Tradeſmen : and 
© becauſe it is intended to be of general Utility, 
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68) 
no Mechanic or Labourer is excluded: it is 
calculated to take in the whole. 


The Objects of the Society are the removing 
of thoſe who are pernicious to the Commu- 
nity; to encourage the induſirious Poor; and 
particularly to aſſiſt the Captains and Officers 
in the Sea Service with ſtout Lads, as Ser vants, 
This muſt appear of great Utility, when it is 
conſidered that a 60 Gun Ship of 400 Men, 
the Captain and Officers require about 30 
| Servants; and this Number is allowed, and 
conſidered as neceſſary to the Ship, as well as 
an excellent Nurſery for Seamen. It is proper 
however to inform you, that, except it be Of- 
ficers Sons, no Clerk of the Cheque can muſter 
Boys under the Age of 13, and if a Boy is 
ſtout of his Years, clean limb'd, and robuſt in 
Conſtitution, this may be conſidered as the beſt 
Time of Life to go to Sea. Young Gentlemen, as 
well as thoſe who, do the Drudgery of a Boy's 
Office, are all included in this Number, and un- 
der the common Denomination of Servants. It 
does not ſeem proper, in Time of Wor, that 
above half this Number, including ſuch Gen- 
tlemen and Officers Sons, ſhould be of this 
tender Age, not only becauſe they cannot ar- 
rive to Years and Strength to be. rated as ordi- 


nary Seamen, even during a War of four or five 
Years, 


(9) 
Years, but that they cannot create a quick Suc- 
cefſion. As ſoon as they become able to do 
the Duty of ordinary Seamen, and are rated 
as ſuch, there is room for other Lads to take 


their Place, and upon this Principle half a Do- 


zen Lads of 17, may become Seamen in leſs 
Time than one Boy of 13. Hence it is very 
obvious, beſides the immediate Duty, which a 
ſtout Lad is capable of doing more than an 
Urchin, the Service muſt be promoted by en- 
couraging ſtout Lads to enter as Servants on 
board his Majeſty's Ships. 


It is a great Miſtake that ſome People have 
fallen into, that the Soczety, which I am now 
recommending, does no Service to the Boys, - 
but only to the Captains. and Officers. The 
contrary muſt appear, when it is conſidered 
that the Boys having no more than 40 or 505. 
a Year allow them by their Maſters, it can- 


not be preſumed that they will have the es 


| 


Pay for coming on board the Ships with Bed- 


ding, and well clad. It is confeſſedly to the 
Advantage of an Officer to be ſupplied with 
Servants, whom he ſometimes cannot find ; 


and in ſuch Caſe he loſes their Wages, which 


is conſidered by an eftabliſhed Rule as Part of his 
Pay, This Regulation is calculated to encourage 


| Officers to breed up Boys from thoſe early 


B : Stages 
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Stages of Life, which muſt neceſſarily render 
them the more accompliſhed Seamen, ſuppo- 
ſing a proper Choice is made of them, as to 
their Make and Conſtitution. | 


And here I muſt take the Liberty to ob- 
ſerve, that I think it would tend much to pro- 
mote the Service, if the breeding up Boys 
were more ſtrictly attended to; and that He 
pitals where they are educated at the public 
Expence, ſhould be under ſome Regulation 
with regard to the Obligation of Parents to 
ſend ſuch Children to Sea, if required. Above 
all here ſeems to be a noble Field to exerciſe 
the Humanity and Patriotiſm of the Navy Of- 
ficers, who are charged with the Care of theſe 
young Perſons. The good Officer conſiders 
them as a wiſe and tender Parent does his own 
Children; he ſees them taught the Duty of a 
Chri ifttan as well as a Seaman; he keeps them 
tight! in their Clothing, and clean in their Per- 
ſons, and properly treated by his Crew, If it 
ever happens that Boys are not regarded, they 
muſt become with reſpe& to a Ship's Com- 

pany, what Lice and ſmall Vermin are to a hu- 
man Body. If they are of a very tender Age, 
they will become a Nyſance, and generate In- 
Fection and Dea: 
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In this light of providing for ſo many young 
Perſons, the Society conſidered themſelves of 
Advantage to the Public: but thoſe who ſee 
the Boys in Rags and Filth, and complicated 
Miſery, ſuch of them as are found in this ab- 
je& State, the ſending them clean as well as 
chthed on board his Majeſty's Ships, muſt be 
conſidered as a noble Charity. If to this we 
add the Regard which the Society is known 
to ſhow them, it muſt recommend them in a 
more particular Manner to the Humanity and 
Attention of the Commanders and Officers 
whom they are to ſerve. Thoſe who were a 
Bane to Society being rendered valuable Sub- 
jects, muſt make Impreſſions on the good Sub- 
ject and benevolent Heart.—I would not be 
underſtood all this Time, but that my Object, 

fo far as I have a Voice in this Society, is for 


leut Lads, and as few as poſſible of a different 


Kind, and my Reaſon for it is plamly this, that 
ſuch will ſoon become excellent Recruits for 
the Navy, which ought to be the great Point 
in View. 


However worthy theſe Conſiderations may 
appear, it is but the leaſt Part of the Plan. 
As I ſaw from the Situation of our Navy, 
that our Trade muſt ſuffer, or our naval Strength 
be overwhelmed, for want of a ſufficient Num- 


ber of Seamen; my prime Object, when I 
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became a Member of this Society, was the 
Encouragement of Lanamen, who might ſoon | 
be taught the Duty of Scamen. Indeed I did 
not think a leſs Object than this would engage 
the Attention of ſo many eminent Perſons, of 
all Ranks and Degrees, as were concerned in 
it. 


Never was there a more urgent, or a more 
ghricus Occaſion, to exert ourſelves, than the 
preſent ! Whatever is permitted by a Legiſla- 
ture, in a well regulated Government, is ſup- 
poſed to be beneficial to that Government ; and 
upon the 20D, more proper to be conducted in 
ſuch a Manner, than in any other: and what- 
ever is done for the public Service, becomes 
public, tho' private Men are permitted to ſup- 
port it. 


If a Nobleman or Gentleman was to offer 
his Service to raiſe in a certain Manner, 10,000 
Men for the Uſe of the Navy, and he was 
previouſly aſſured, by the Government, that 
ſuch Men would be accepted, no Miniſter, 
no Magiſtrate could with any confiftency 
object to ſuch a Meaſure, merely becauſe the 
Money did not come out of the public Purſe. 
But if this happened at a Time when the very 
being of a Nation depended on a parfimonious 
| | 5 Uſe 
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Uſe of the Public Treaſure, the Reaſons for it 
would receive an additional Weight, and the 
true Guardians of the Public Welfare, would 
be moſt forward to promote every private 
Scheme of ſo uſeful a Tendency. 


We have ſeen Men commiſſioned at a vaſt 
Expence, by the Public, to perform a Public 
Bufmeſs, without doing any thing: ſhall we 
object to a private Society, which is really doing 
an important Service to the Public, without 
any Expence at all? But if this can be done 
in a Manner that intrudes on no eftabhfhed 
Form of Buſineſs, but is intirely correſpondent 
with it, all Arguments on account of Public 
Authority fall to the Ground, 


Such I apprehend is the Caſe of the Marine 
Society, for the commiſſioned Regulating Cap- 
rains are not only of the Society, and worthy 
Subſcribers to it, but the Authority with which 
they are inveſted, for entering and raifing of 
Men ſor the Public Service, remains in full 
Force: the Society only Clothe ſuch Men as 
are approved by theſe Captains. 


It has been a Complaint, and I am aſraid 
better founded than need be inſiſted on, that 
we really want People to carry on War. If 
* * this 
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this be true, there is an additional Reaſon de- 
rived from it to make a proper Choice of Men, 


that by their Strength, Agility, and Fire, they 


may ſupply the Want of Numbers, But our 
Power of chuſing Men will depend on the 
Encouragement thoſe meet, out of whom we 
are to chuſe. 


In our Ships of War, a certain Number of 
Men is wanted, and no more, and theſe cannot 
be recruited till the Ships come into Port. How 
fatal may be the Conſequence of neglecting to 
make a proper Choice! We may become our 
own Executioners; and plunge a Dagger into 
the Breaſt of our common Parent, If there is 
not a proper Choice, we ſhall deſtroy that Di- 
ſtinction on which our trueſt hopes of Supe- 
riority is founded. We may as well Women 
our Ships, inſtead of Manning them, if we 
ſend on board them a puny crew of Mortals, 
who create the ſame Expence, and conſume 
the ſame Quantity of Proviſions. If for the 
Parade, or even the common Drudgery of 
Life, we chooſe a ſtaut Man, how much more 
to diſcharge the important Duties of the Day 
of Battle ! Behold the hardy Mariner, bleed- 
ing with glorious Wounds, ſtill maintaining 
his Charge! See the puny Creature, however 


well diſpoſed, fainting when his Finger bleeds! 


But 
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But ſuppoſing he has never ſo much Fire and 
Spirit, he can have no Weight in the expedi- 
' ticus Movements of a Thirty-two Pounder, on 
- which the Event of the Day may depend. 


Men of Education, Honor and Sentiment, may 
be near the ſame in all European Countries; 
though 1 hope our Officers will ſoon convinee 
the World, that they enjoy many Advantages 
over the French. But if we conſider our com- 
mon Men, are not our beſt, our trueft hopes, 
founded on their being hardy and robuſt ? When 
properly choſen, are they not animated with a 
ſuperior Strength, Activity and Fire, to the 
French? Nor is it only in their Fighting, but' 
| alſo in their working a Ship: What Vor TAIRE 
calls le ſcavant mane&vre des matelots Anglots, 
{till depends on a Choice of men. I have dwelt 
the longer on this Thought, from having 
heard Magiſtrates and Gentlemen complain, 

- that tho' the Service is in ſuch want of Men, 
ſeveral who have been ſent by them to enter, 
were rejected; which occaſioned their drawing 
Concluſions which could not be reconciled 
upon any common Principle. I ſuppoſe the 
Truth is, they were what Officers call, bad 


I lay 
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I hay it down as a Principle, that if it is 
meant to carry on the War with Vigor, that 
a great Number of Men will be wanted for the 
Sea Service; and that we ſhall not find Sea- 


men ſufficient, though a great Part of our Trade | 


ſhould be really ſuſpended. But I am equally 
perſuaded we ſhall find Landmen, yet in the 
docile Part of Life, briſk, active, and robuſt, 
who can well ſupply their Place; and nothing 
can be fo well calculated as this deſign to 
prevent the Stagnation of Trade, and the de- 
ſtructive Effects of Mar, at one and the ſame 
time; | eſpecially if ſuch Landmen are im- 
mediately clothed as Seamen, and ſo divided 
among the Meſjes of Seamen, as to learn their 
Language and Duty, 


The King now gives a Bounty of Three 
Pound to Seamen, and Thirty Shillings to Land- 
men: More can hardly be given the Former, to 
produce its proper Effeci; nor yet to the Latter, 
to ſupport the Diſtinction which there muſt be, 
between Seamen and Landmen. I hope they 
will all make their Fortunes by the Sporls of 
the Enemy, or be contented with their Wages, 
if it ſhould happen otherwiſe: but Landmen 
can be rated only as ordinary Seamen, and 
theſe have ſomewhat leſs Wages than able 

Seamen : 
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 S-amen. If we conſider alſo the Importance of 


having- the Choice of Men, which I have in- 
ſiſted on, ſome additional Encouragement ſhould 


be added to the 30s, early, and in good Time; 


and what can this ſo properly be as a Change of 


Rai ment? And by whom can it be fo * 


given, as by the Marine Society? 


Experience already proves the Efficacy of 
ſuch a new Kind of Bounty to engage Men to 
come into the Service, and to preſerve their 


Lives when they are come in. Private Bene- 


volence, beſtowed as a Mark. of good Will 
or Eſteem, has ſome flattering Properties 
which a public Bounty has not; and Men are 
naturally pleaſed with it. But if they can 
receive one and the other, each will engage 
their Attention the more ; and they will find 


themſelves the more ſtrongly tempted to enter 
freely. Beſides, the Clothing propoſed to be 
given is good and proper of its Kind, and may 


be yet improved, with a 7r:fling additional 
Expence: It is already much ſuperior to what 


is publicly ſupplied, and fold to them, on 


account of their Wages. 
Whilſt Miniſters are labouring to employ 


4 the public Treafure, in ſuch a Manner as is 
"beſt calculated to prevent the Ruin of their 


c Country, 
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Country, it can hardly be expected they will 
enter upon new Projects, where Money is re- 
quired, unleſs it ſhould appear to them, that 
it muſt be done, and will be done in no other 
Way. Beſides, a private Society may go as 
far, and no farther than they pleaſe, and yet 
give no juſt Occaſion of Offence. Upon the 
whole, will it not be for the immortal Honor 
of any Society to co-operate with ſuch Mini- 
ers, in a Duty of ſuch vaſt Importance? 
And may we not flatter ourſelves, that you will 
be of our Number? As a true Friend to your 
Country, you will not be ingenious to ſeek for 
Reaſons, to with-hold the proper Marks of 
that Friendſhip ; but rather enter with Zeal 
and Spirit, and recommend the Deſign to 
others, who may be yet unacquainted with its 
Utility. Things may be done with a Little 
Money, when Men in their private Stations, 
inſtead of contriving Means to pillage a State, 
are anxious to lend their Aſſiſtance for the 
Support and Defence of it. 


A Society compoſed of the highe/t and /oweſt, 
of both Sexes, of all Parties and Complexions; 
triumphing over all little Paſſions, and private 
Ani moſities; actuated by one common Spirit, ope- 
rating with Men in the higheft Offices, and for 
their common Intereſt in Time of Danger, muſt 

give 


[ 
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give our precarious Friends, as well as our 
avotued Enemies, ſuch an Idea of our national 
Spirit, as will in its Conſequences abundantly 
repay the trifling Expence it will create: whilſt 
thoſe Individuals, who are moſt forward to lend 
their Aſiſtance to ſave their Country, will not 
only enjoy the Applauſe of their own Hearts, 
but be alſo entitled to the Praiſe and Thanks of 
- thoſe who will partake of the Good reſulting 
from it. 


There is a certain Generofity which no mer- 
cenary Conſideration can inſpire, that muſt be 
the ruling Principle of ſuch a Society. If it is 
properly encouraged, this will certainly become 
of much greater Importance than has been yet 
generally thought. What are we all but one 
great Family, whoſe Sovereign is their com- 
mon Parent? What Intereſt have we but to 
ſupport each other? Our peculiar Circum- 
ſtances, at this Time, render Unanimity eſſential 
to our very Bezng. Our particular Situation 
renders ſuch a Society one of the moſt proper 
: Things in the World to be encouraged. 


] I really think the Marine Society may be a 
great Means of bringing eight or ten thouſand 
Mien into the Service, who would not other- 
4 wiſe be brought ſo ſoon, or not at all with- 
: 1 C 2 out 
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out Compuljion : perhaps not without being 
"dragged by Violence from their Wives and 
Children, their Plow or their Shuttle; though 
hitherto it has never been practiced to force 
Landmen into the Sea Service as Seamen, Who 
would beſtow a fingle Thought at the parting 
with ten or twenty Guineas for ſucl a Purpoſe? 
This can be no Object to Men of Fortune, or to 
Men of no Fortune, if they have but Food and 
Raiment, much more if they have Money to 
ſpend in their Diverſſns. But the Subſcription 
has no Limitation; be it little or much, with or 


cen thout a Name, it is accepted. The Imputation 


of Novelly can be no Objection to it; ſince it is 
evident that only new Meaſures can ſave us 
from the Ruin which hangs over our Heads. 
But if we look back only eleven Years, we 
ſhall fee almoſt the ſame Thing done, though 
not to ſo great an Extent, or to the ſame Pur- 


poſe. In different Shapes the ſame Thing has 


been done a /bovſond Times. 


What gives me the higher Impreſſions of 
this Society, 1s, that ſeveral of its Members 
are active, and particularly Mr. Fielding, in col- 


lecting the Boys: they affiſt and relieve each 


other, in a Taſk by which they are to gain no- 
thing, but the Applauſe of their own Hearts; 
and by which neither the Subſcribers, nor the 
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Public, can be impoſed upon, unleſs it is ima- 
gined that Lords and Gentlemen, Citizens and 
Merchants, Tradeſmen and Mechanics, will 
combine to rc a poor Man of that Clothing 
which is to encourage him to come into the 
Service, to protect him from the Inclemencies 
of the Weather, and to preſerve his Health to 
fight our Battles. 


. 3 — 


Of what vaſt Conſequence, geod and ſuffi- 
cient Clothing is to Seamen, every humane, 
every experienced Officer will teſtify with p- 
liffed Hands. Many a Lite might have been 
ſaved, had 7his Society been eſtabliſhed two 
Years ago; ſuppoſing that Numbers who could 
not provide themſelves before they went on 
board Ship; and Numbers who were negli- 
gent of themſelves, when they might have 
| taken up Clothing on account of their Wages, 
and were as thoughtleſs, as Seamen too often 
are. 


With reſpect to the Diſtinction of Seamen 
and Landmen, the Utility of Clothing is ſet in 
a very fair Point of View, by the Extract of a 
Letter which I have lately received from one of 

the Captains in his Majeſty's Navy. He fays, 
the latter End of laſt War J entered a great 
Number of Landmen, but I found great Diffi- 
„„ 
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| culty to get the Seamen to mix with them, 
* while they wore their Land Clothing; I there- 
* fore deſired every Landman to truſt me with 
« 40s. of the firſt Prize Money he ſhould be 


<« entitled to, which happened to be paid ſoon 


* after, and I employed my Taylors to make 


them ſuch Clothing as our beſt Seamen were 


La) 


« Seamen and Landmen immediately ceaſed; 
and thoſe very Landmen became Seamen in 
* one third of the Time they would otherwiſe 


cc have done.” This is the candid Account of 


a very honeſt Man, a brave and experienced 
Officer; and which I know can be ſupported 
by thoſe who are much his Superiors in Rank, 
and whoſe Knowledge and Valour have been 
often ſignalized. 


There is yet 1 Reaſon why I am a 
warm Advocate for this Society, abſtracted 
from my being a Member of it. I fee what 
can be done, for @ trifling Expence. The Trea- 


ſurer, Commiſſioners, Secretary, and Clerks ; the 


Houſe-rent, and Entertainments; the Fire, 
Candle, Paper, Pens, and Ink, coſt a little 
leſs than One Hundred Pounds per Annum. 
If by an additional Clerk it ſhould happen 
to ſwell to One Hundred and Fifty Pounds, 
ne Good, with leſs Money, I will be 

bold 


molt pleaſed with. The Diſtinction between 
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bold to ſay, is not done by any Society, in this 
Kingdom. May I not therefore invite You into 
the Number of our truly honorable Society? 
May I not defire you will ſpeak of it in ho- 


.norable Terms, ſuch as you thinł it deſerves ? | 


For my own part, I have no Paſſion for it, 
nor Intereſt in the Succeſs of it, but as my 
Zeal leads me to with well to my Country; 
and in this Light I think it worthy even of 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate himſelf, who is the 
greateſt, as he is the firſt Friend to his People. 
He has the Intereſt of his brave Seamen at 
Heart, therefore I hope this Society will be 
recommended to him: I am confident it 4. 
ſerves to be recommended. It is no vi/ionary 
Project, but-a real and ſubſtantial Good, the 
Utility of which is already proved. It en- 
courages thofe valuable Men, who are yet 
Novices in a Sea Life, and yet engage to buffet 
the Winds and Waves as well as the French. 
And if the French themſelves have not taught 
us to carry on War in earneſt, ſurely we had 
better at once ſubmit to an inglorious and 


| ſhameful Peace! 


If to this Scheme of Benevolence in cloth- 
ing of Landmen, the. Admiralty or Navy- 
Board will improve that of Seamen on board 
5 his 


624) 
his Majeſty's Ships, as J am told they intend to 
do.—lf the good and ingenious Dr. Hales's 
Ventilators are introduced in all our Ships of 
War, as is already done in ſome of them.— 


If no undue Influence ſcreens the wicked, no 
Wretch will be ſo execrably impious as to ſup- 


ply bad Proviſions for the Seamen, when a 
Price is allowed for good. If the deſtructive 
Uſe of Malt Spirits is aboliſhed in our Ships, 
and the Men no longer ſuffered to poiſon them- 
febves with Gin.—If to complete the whole, the 
Captains will order their Men into Claſſes, under 
the Inſpection of their Officers, that no Man be 
dirty or ragged, nothing but Lead or Iron will 
be able to deſtroy our brave Seamen. If to 
this the Parliament will make it penal for any 


one to buy Clothes of a Seamen actually in the 


King's Pay, though he ſhould be ſo zudiſcreet 
as to offer them to Sale.— If theſe practicabla 


Works are done, then may we hope to convince 


our Seamen, in Spite of all their Prejudices 
and bad Habits, not only that we really mean 
to preſerve them, but that we love and re- 
ſpect them as we ought, | 


There is Reaſon to flatter ourſelves, that 


when. Oeconomy in Externals is introduced, 
and Rules more ſtrictly obſerved, the Duties 


of N follow. J. am afraid * 
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laſt Inſtance, I fear the Officers are more in 


Fault than the Men. But if Religion is really 
conſidered, it is ſurprizing how it comes about, 
that Preachers of the Goſpel are ſo little ſought 
for in our Ships; for whilit a Village which 
has fifty Inhabitants, Women and Children in- 


_ cluded, is not left without the Means of re- 


minding them of the Being of @ God, yet we 
too often ſee fix hundred brave Men whoſe 


Fate may depend on a Plank, or a Cannon Ball, 


ſhow very few external Marks of their De- 
pendence on that Being, who can ill the rag- 


ing of the Waves, and who moſt certainly pre- 


ſides over the Day of Battle. 


If we would really engage Heaven on our 


Side: if we believe that the Almighty can 


ſtretch forth his Arm, to ſave or to deſtroy, let 


us change our Meaſures on the Water, as well 


as upon Land. If he can diſperſe the Miſt, 
or ſtill *the Storm; if he can /ftrengthen the Un- 
derſtandings and animate the Hearts of Men, 
to do their Duty, in the Day of Battle: if we 
defire to conquer, let us proſtrate ourſelves be- 


fore him; let us adore his Power / 


Nor ought we to fear if we do our Duty to 


each other, our Seamen will ever be wanting. 


Inſtead of fying from the Service, they will 
iT D court 
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court it, whilft their native Valour and Gene- 


roſity always leads them to fight, not like De- 


vili, but like Men, Men whom the greateſt 


Terrors cannot intimidate, and who reſolve 
to conquer or to die. 


J hope this happy Time is approaching. 
The Buſineſs is already begun, and ſome Parts 


of italmoſt executed. Many other good Things 


are intended, which I truſt no Machinations 


will be able to diſconcert, ſhould there be 
- amongſt us ſo perverſe a Creature, in human 


Shape, who would rather obſtruct the Wel- 


fare of the whole Community, or rejoice at its 
Misfortunes, than ſubmit to give up thoſe Ad- 


vantages which cannot be enjoyed * the 


Ruin of their Country. 


1 hope thoſe Days are paſt, in which public 


Inutereſt was too often ſubſervient to private 


Gain, and Men thought it better for them to 


be rich than to be han. Let thoſe Days be 


forgotten, as if they never had been. Let us 
hope for the beſt, and look forward. All may 
be well again. Whilſt Policy and Humanity act 
in Conſort with each other, if we fail of earthly 


| Felicity, we may ſtill look forward to that 
Country, where all is peaceful, calm, and e- 


rene ! 


The 
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The Proſecution of the Defign I am now 
recommending to you is equally humane and 
political. And it ſeems to be a plain Duty, 
incumbent onall Perſons whote Situations admit 
of it, to exerciſe their Humanity in Time of 
War, even to their Enemzes, when in their 
Power, much more to their fellow Subjects who 
fight for them: and it is certain no Encourage- 
ment can tend more to keep the Crews of Ships 
in Health, than proper and ſufficient Clothing. 
Seamen, as I have obſerved, are apt to be as 
careleſs as they are brave; and many a Life has 
been loſt for Want of Raiment. Since we are 
obliged to try the Length of our Swords with a 
formidable Enemy, let us alleviate the Miſeries 
of War as much as poſſible. What can bid 
ſo fair to anſwer this happy End, as making 


the greateſt Augmentation poſſible of the 


maritime Force of theſe Kingdoms, and 
ſtrengthening the Hands of Government in 


every Shape? 


I hope this Scheme, among many others, 
will be a means of reſtoring the faded Glories 
of this Land. I truſt it will be one of the 
Means, of reſtoring Honor and Strength ; Safety 

D 2 and 
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and Plenty, to this once happy Iſle; to dry 
Brittannia's Tears, and cheer her drooping 
Sons! 


I am with the greateſt 
Sincerity and Reſpect, 
Your molt obedient, and bs 
one of the COMMUNITY 
to which you are a Friend, 


Your moſt obliged Servant, 
A Member of the MARINE SociET v. 


Fobn's Coftee-houſe, 
Jan. 26, 1757. 
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P. S. 29th January. 

Have the Pleaſure to acquaint you that by 

Advices received from the Nore, ſeveral of 
the Lads the Society has equipped and ſent to 
Sea, are already become Seamen; and certainly, 
the ſtout ones will ſupply the Place of thoſe 
whom Time, and à vigorous Proſecution of the 
War muſt take off. And as there is no national 
Proviſion or Encouragement for ſuch Purpoſes, 
the Society has the greater Claim to the Aſſiſ- 
tance of thoſe who are attentive to the Intereſt 
of- their Country, and defirous to ſee a dange- 
rous War brought to a happy Iflue. Gentle- 
men in the Country being adviſed that ſtout 
Lads of 15 or 16 will be accepted, ſuch whoſe 
Hands are uſeleſs, or whoſe Heads are turned 
to War, are ſent to the Society; and by this 
Means the Society helps to diffuſe an active, 
benevolent, a martial and concordant Spirit, 


which is now become ſo eſſential to our very 
Being. 


The greateſt Care imaginable is taken that 
no Maſter, Miſtreſs, or Parent has any Reaſon 
to complain: they are invited to ſee the Boys 
when they are clothed, on Thurſday Mornings 
at Mr. Fielding's Houſe, and again when they 
are examined by the Society, at their Office at 
the Seamen's Office over the Royal Exchange; 

and 
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and if any 'Prentice or Son is required, he is 


delivered up immediately. 


The Men and Boys are examined by a Sur- 
geon, and if any are diſtempered, and other- 


wiſe unfit to be ſent on board Ship, after being 


entered are ſent to St. Thomas's Hoſpital to be 
cured, by which Means ſome Lives are ſaved 
in the very firſt Inſtance. 


The Method which the 33 takes, is to 
keep a Sample of the Clothing, at their Office, 
which is ſealed with the Seals of ſeveral of the 
Committee, and ſhewn to the Men. Their Se- 


cretary alſo attends the Men and Boys when 


they are clothed, that the Society may be ſure 
the Slopſeller keeps up to his Engagement. 
Moreover, as it is the ſteady Purpoſe of the So- 
ciety to preſerve the Health of the Men and 
Boys, whom they clothe, ſo far as it may de- 
pend on ſuch Raiment, they are not contented 
with ſuch Manufactures as they find in the 
Shops, but buy them of the Manufacturer in 
Yorkſhire, which being well wetted on the 
Spot, make Pee Jackets which will laſt twice 
as long, and reſiſt Weather four Times as much 


as the common ſort of Pee Jackets. And be- 


cauſe they think the Severity of the Winter 
Seaſon renders common thin Flannel Waiſt- 
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_ coats inſufficient, they make Waiſtcoats of 


white or other coloured Kerſey, which is of 
great Subſtance and Duration. The Breeches 
or Drawers for the Men and Boys are made of 
Half-thicks or thin Kerſeys, which the Soeiety 
alſo provides directly from Yorkſhire, In or- 
der alſo to make the moſt of the Money, and 
provide the beſt Things, theſe Jackets, Waiſt- 
coats and Breeches are brown, inſtead of blue, 
the former being found the moſt durable 


Colour, and ſuch Jackets coſt ten per Cent. 


cheaper than blue, on account of the exceſſive 
Price of Indigo ; but this is alterable at Tlea- | 
ſure. 


The Charge and Regulation of the Society. 
Excluſive of the Clothing, and the Charge 


of ſending Boys to Portſmouth, the Expence is 


very little more than the Rent of Rooms at 
about twenty-five Pounds per Annum: the 
Salary of a Secretary not exceeding fifty Pounds 
per Annum; and a Porter ten Pound per 
Annum. 


The Officers and Committee choſen to act for one 
Year, from July laſt, are 


The Treaſurer is _u Thornton, Eſq; 
The Secretary, Mr. John Stephens, whoſe 


Office is to ſee chat the Clothes be delivered to 
the 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(32) 
the Men and Boys at the proper Place; to keep 
the Accounts of the Society; and what elſe the 


Society ſhall require. 


There will be a general Meeting, every three 
Months, viz. firſt Thurſday in October, firſt in 
January, firſt in April, firſt in Faly, or oftner 
if the Committee deſire it, when an Account 
of Receipts and Diſburſements will be laid be- 
fore the Subſcribers, under the Direction of 


the Committee, vi. 


Slingſby Bethel, Eſq; John Tucker, Eſq; 
Sir John Barnard Capt. Bollard 

Sir Robert Ladbroke John Fielding, Eſq; 
Sir Joſeph Hankey Robert Jones, Eſq; 
Sir Charles Aſgill Joſeph Watkins, Eſq; 
Francis Golling, Eſq; Edmund Boehm, Eſq; 
Sir Joſhua Van Neck, John Major, Eſq; 


g Bart. Andrew Thomſon, Eſq; 
The Right Hon. Alex. Thomas Spencer, Eſq; 
Hume Campbell Lord Joſeph Melliſh, Eſq; 


Regiſter of Scotland. James Mathias, Eſq; 
Digby Dent, Eſq; George Peters, Eſq; 
Samuel Mead, Elq; ſoſiah Hardy, E1q; 
Edward Hooper, Eſq; William Wilberfore, 
William Wood, Eſq; Jun. Eſq; 


Thomas Ducket, Eſq; Chriſtopher Noble, Eſq; | 


John Tomlinſon, Eſq; James Henckell, Eſq; 


3 ,Efq; Thomas Walker, Eſq; 
John 
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John Thornton, Eſq; William Mayne, Eſq; 
Samuel Touchet, Eſq; William Bowden, Eſq; 
Richard Fuller, Eſq; George Aufrere, Eſq; 
Joſeph Salvador, Eſq; John Cornwall, Eſq; 
Michael Adolphus, Eſq; Richard Du Horty, Eſq; 


John Martin, Eſq; John Minyer, Eſq; 


Henry Shiffner, Eſqq Mr. John Pullen 
Henry Raper, Eſq; Mr. John Bland, zur. 
Charles Dingley, Eſq; John Jackſon, Eſq; 
Mr. S. P. Godin Capt. Thomas Bennet 
Mr. John Lodge Capt. Thomas Hanway 


John De Pontheu, Eſq; Mr. Jonas Hanway. 


with Liberty of taking in ten more if they 


think proper. Of this Committee, not leſs than 


| three Perſons act, who meet every Thurſday at 


Eleven o'Clock, at the Merchants Seamen's 
Office over the Royal Exchange; and any other 
Day, if neceſſary, at the Secretary's Houſe in 
Princes-ſtreet, when any two of the Committee 
may tranſact the Buſineſs which is urgent. 
Whatever Regulations are found neceflary from 
Time to Time are made, 
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The Clothing given the The Clothing and Bedding . 


Men is 


One Felt Hat 

One Kerſey Pea Jackett 

One Ditto Waiſtcoat with 
a ſlaſhed Sleeve 

One Ditto Drawers 

One Pair of Drab 
Breeches 

One Pair of Worſted 
Hoſe 

One Pair of Yarn Hole 

Two Shirts 

Two Worſted Caps 

One Pair of Shoes 

One Pair of Buckles 

One Pair of Buttons 

One Knife | 

One Pair of Thin Trow- 
ſers 

Thread, Worſted and 
Needles 1 

One Bag to put their 
Clothes in. 


given the Lads and Boys 
are 


One Felt Hat 

One Worſted Cap 

One Kerſey Pea Jacket 

One Ditto Pair of Breeches 

One Striped Flannel Waiſt- 
coat 

One Pair of Trowſers 

Two Pair of Hoſe 

Two Pair of Shoes 

Two Hankerchiefs 

Three Shirts 

A Bed, Pillow, Blanket 
and Coverlet 


A Pair of Buckles and 


R 
Thread, Worſted and 
Needles 
A Knife 


A Prayer Book and Teſta- 
ment to thoſe whoſe 


Captains deſire them. 
One Bag. 


Of which a Note is given to every Man, and Boy, 
by which he may ſee what he has; but nothing 
is delivered till they are actually on board the 
Tender in the River Thames, or their reſpec- 


tive 
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tive Ships at the Ports, except to the Boys, and 
thoſe are attended to their Ships. 


I have farther the Pleaſure to acquaint you, 
that I have juſt received Intelligence from Neu- 
caſtle, of the. benevolent and judicious Spirit 
which prevails in that City; that my honored 


Friends 


J. 
William Ord, Eſq; has ſubſcribed — 20 


The Dean and Chapter of Durham — 4.2 


The Proprietors of the Newcaſtle Bank 20 
The Club of Gentlemen at the Tur#'s Head 20 


And there is Reaſon to believe the ſame 
Spirit will be kept up in that City, and ex- 
tended to other Counties through the King- 
dom. Such ozyght to be our particular Regard 
to every Thing that concerns the Good of 
Seamen; and this is one effectual Means of 
diffuſing a Patriot Spirit, I hope the whole 
Nation will catch the ſacred Fire, and ſave 
themſelves in Spite of their Follies and Vices. 


The Subſcription is every Day producing the 
happy Effects defired ; we have already goo 
| | Boys 
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Boye, gnd 400 Men; and for the future, if 
the Society is ſupported, I hope to ſee at leaſt 
5 or 600, in * perhaps a greater Num- 
ber. 


N. B. Whatever Monies are paid, are depo- 
fited in the Hands of Mefl. Colebrookes and 
Co. behind the Royal-Exchange; Meſſ. Ho- 

, nywood, Fuller and Co. in Birchin-Lane; 
$i Charles Aſgill, Nightingale, Ranſom and 
: Withenden; and by Meſſ. Martin, Stone and 
 "Blackgoell, in Lombard-Street ; Sir Jeſepbh and 
Sir Thomas. Hankey and Co. in Fenchurch- 
Street; Meſſ. Ggſling, Bennet and Go/ling ; Meſſ. 
Hoares and Arnold; Meſſ Child and Co. in 

"Phet-Street; Meſſ. Campbell and Coutts, in 
the Strand; Meſſ. Drummond and Co. at 
| 3 at whoſe Offices Subſcrip- 
tions are received. 


